Annual Report 2012
Creating a better future for children through research, collaboration and advocacy

Mission
The mission of Vision for Children at Risk (VCR) is to promote the well‐being of children and youth in the St. Louis metropolitan
area, targe ng par cularly those young people who face serious socio‐economic risks. VCR works to ensure that the St. Louis com‐
munity makes more eﬀec ve, systema c provision for mee ng the fundamental needs of all area children.

Program Accomplishments for the Year


Facilitated ac vi es of the St. Louis Regional Early Childhood Council (RECC) which now involves
over 125 members represen ng child‐serving agencies, funders, businesses, government and
civic groups. A March 2012 daylong Scenarios for Success conference was a ended by more than
100 early childhood workers and related professionals; a second conference is planned for June
2013. In August, a Childhood Resource Fair at Centennial Chris an Church in the Fountain Park
neighborhood to help parents connect with community resources assis ng young children and
their families. The RECC has received funding from the United Way of Greater St. Louis and the
St. Louis Mental Health Board to develop a screening and assessment program. Work includes
conduc ng a research survey to establish a baseline of children’s prepara on for kindergarten,
and pilo ng a kindergarten readiness assessment tool.



Worked with the Missouri Department of Mental Health to secure a $4.2‐million, five‐year federal Project
LAUNCH grant for the St. Louis area. The goal of Project LAUNCH, a program of the U.S. Substance Abuse
and Mental Health Services Administra on (SAMHSA), is to improve
wellness among children ages birth to 8 across a range of social, emo‐
onal, behavioral, physical and cogni ve factors. A major feature of
Project LAUNCH is building a coordinated system promo ng young
child wellness. The St. Louis Regional Early Childhood Council will func‐
on as the local child wellness council under LAUNCH. Services in this
project will focus on the 63106 and 63107 ZIP codes in north St. Louis
where poverty and health dispari es are severe.



With the St. Louis Family & Community Partnership, held the sixth an‐
nual Child Abuse Preven on Month event a rac ng over 250 a endees,
the largest audience to date. Major public oﬃcials a ended and wide
media coverage was achieved. The Partnership involves over 60 child‐
serving agencies including nonprofits, schools, courts, police and govern‐
ment agencies as well as parents and community volunteers. Other Part‐
nership accomplishments include con nued reduc on in the number of
children in out‐of‐home placement across the community, training for professionals in strengths‐based techniques to work
with families in distress, and coordina on of regional training for adop on/foster care workers.



Provided staﬃng and leadership for the Missouri Children’s Leadership Council, a coali on of over 30 child‐serving agencies
across Missouri who are working together on a common policy and advocacy agenda for children.



Supported the development of a community coali on on youth violence preven on.
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Financials
Year ended Dec. 31, 2012—Cash basis, unaudited, from Form 990
Revenues

Expenses by Program

Total Revenues ‐ $291,379
Total Expenses ‐ $288,554
Net Assets Dec. 31, 2012 ‐ (‐$8,808)

Board of Directors
President
Dennis O’Connor, M.D.
SSM Cardinal Glennon
Children’s Medical Center

Walle Amusa
Community Volunteer

Vice President
Karen K. Goodman
Community Volunteer

Nanci A. Bobrow, Ph.D.
Psychologist

Secretary
Thomas Nolan
Re red, Access Academies
Treasurer
John Killoran, CPA
CBIZ/Business Solu ons of St.
Louis

Bryan Berry
Crane Insurance Agency

Sylvester Bolden
Re red, United Steelworkers of
America
Bob Buck
Ameriprise Financial Advisors
Wayne Crull
Re red, Edgewood Children’s
Home
Ruth Ehresman
Community Volunteer

Charles Kindleberger
Re red, City of St. Louis
Planning Dept.
Patrice Mugg
Community Volunteer
Thomas Rhodenbaugh
St. Louis Associa on of
Community Organiza ons
Jamala Rogers
Community Volunteer
Russell Signorino
Gateway EITC Community
Coali on
Jan Vest
Signature Medical Group

2433 N. Grand Blvd.
St. Louis, MO 63106
314‐534‐6015
www.visionforchildren.org
Facebook visionforchildren
Twi er vcrstl
Execu ve Director
Richard Pa on
Vision for Children at Risk brings together people
and organiza ons across the St. Louis region to
create a be er future for the area's children,
especially the most disadvantaged
socioeconomically. We provide research, facilitate
collabora on and advocate on behalf of children.

