






Page 4 



Morning Schedule: General Sessions 

Orientation to the  
St. Louis Metropolitan Children’s Agenda 
Grand D 
 
Richard Patton, Executive Director, Vision for Children at Risk 
Amy Sedlis, Children’s Policy Coordinator – Collaboration, VCR 
 
New to the Children’s Agenda?  Attend this background briefing to learn 
about how the Children’s Agenda was created, how it operates and how 
you can get involved. 
 
 
 

General Session I — 
St. Louis Area Children’s Issues Update  
Grand F 
 
• Welcome — Lora Gulley, St. Louis Children’s Agenda Co-Chair 
• Rev. Jerry Paul, President & CEO, Deaconess Foundation 
• Richard Patton, Executive Director, Vision for Children at Risk 
 

◊ Presentation of the 2007 Children of Metropolitan 
St. Louis report.  Newly compiled information on over 25 key 
indicators of child well-being in the St. Louis region. 

◊ St. Louis Metropolitan Children’s Agenda Update.  
Progress, strategies and key concerns of the Children’s Agenda, 
which involves some 300 agencies working collaboratively on 
more than two dozen strategies targeting priority issues of 
children. 

◊ Introduction to the St. Louis-Area Children’s 
Information Clearinghouse. 
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Morning Schedule: Keynote Speaker 

One of America’s most important voices on 
education reform and diversity, Dr. Noguera 
is an advocate for a strong and vibrant 
public education system.  He is the author of 
City Schools and the American Dream; 
Reclaiming the Promise of Public Education 
along with Unfinished Business: Closing the 
Racial Achievement Gap in Our Schools.  
Dr. Noguera is a professor at the Steinhardt 
School of Education at New York University, 
and has served as an advisor and engaged in 
collaborative research with several large 
urban school districts throughout the 
United States.  His comments will inform 
and inspire St. Louis as we push forward to 
reform and improve our public schools. 

Sponsored by SSM Cardinal Glennon Children’s Medical Center 

General Session II — Grand F 
Challenging Racial Inequality In Our Schools  
Dr. Pedro Noguera, New York University 

 
 
 
 

(Photo of  
Dr. Pedro Noguera) 



Morning Breakout Sessions: 
Strategic Initiatives Addressing the Needs of 
St. Louis-Area Children, Youth & Families 

The St. Louis Aging Out Initiative — Grand C 
Kevin Drollinger, Executive Director, Epworth 
Bridget McDermott Flood, Executive Dir., Incarnate Word Foundation 
Melody Yancey, Unit Manager, Children’s Division 
 
Nine St. Louis-area funding agencies have united to promote a public/
private partnership to address the needs of youth aging out of foster care.  
The St. Louis Aging Out Initiative targets 16-year-olds in residential and 
transitional living arrangements in an effort to encourage self-advocacy, 
and independence. 
 

Missouri’s Workforce-Oriented Economic 
Development Agenda — Grand A 
James F. Duane, Director of Workforce Development, Regional Center 

for Education & Work, UMSL 
Dr. John S. Gaal, Director of Training and Workforce Development, 

UMSL, and Carpenters’ District Council of Greater St. Louis 
 
To compete both nationally and globally, Missouri needs an action-
oriented strategy to guide economic development in the region.  The 
Missouri Career Readiness Certificate (MoCRC) is a means of 
documenting the area’s workforce skill levels.  The Career Readiness 
Certificate is a collaborative effort between the state, business, labor, 
education, workforce development and local WorkKeys service providers. 
 

City of St. Louis Strategic Plan for Early Childhood 
Success — Grand E 
Eric Aplyn, Assistant Director, E. Desmond Lee Technology and 

Learning Center, UMSL 
Jeanine Arrighi, Director, Lead Safe St. Louis 
Nahid Hashemi, Executive Director, St. Louis Public School District/

Project Even Start 
Pam Mitchell, Child Care Resource & Referral Director, Child Day Care 

Association 
Andi Schleicher, Executive Director, Child Day Care Association 
Robbyn Wahby, Office of the Mayor, City of St. Louis 
 
Hear an update on the Mayor’s Council on Early Childhood Success and 
plans for next steps.  Panelists also will examine specific strategies to 
increase Parents as Teachers participation in urban areas. 
 

(breakouts continued on page 8) 
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Morning Breakout Sessions, continued 

Gateway to Prenatal Care Collaborative: A 
Community Partnership to Eliminate Health 
Disparities — Grand B 
 
Kendra Copanas, Executive Director, St. Louis Maternal, Child & Family 

Health Coalition 
 
The Gateway to Prenatal Care Collaborative is a joint effort of St. Louis-
area agencies to eliminate racial disparities in the local infant mortality 
rate.  Agencies serving a 12-zip code area in north St. Louis city and 
county participate in the collaborative and plan to launch coordinated 
outreach and education campaigns supporting early and regular prenatal 
care. 
 

(breakouts continued on page 9) 
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Morning Breakout Sessions, continued 

After School For All Partnership — Regency A 
 
Jama Dodson, Executive Director, St. Louis for Kids 
Ron Jackson, Assistant Director, St. Louis for Kids 
Wendell E. Kimbrough, Chief Executive Officer, Area Resources for 

Community and Human Services (ARCHS) 
 
The After School for All Partnership (ASAP), led by St. Louis for Kids and 
ARCHS (Area Resources for Community and Human Services), is 
creating a coordinated system of afterschool programs in the City of 
St. Louis. With public and private funders and youth-service agencies, 
ASAP will significantly increase the availability of high-quality programs. 
Representatives from the lead agencies will examine the need for and 
benefits of a coordinated system of afterschool programs. 
 
 

Needs Faced By Children of Incarcerated Parents: 
Personal Testimonies & Evidence-Based Research — 
Regency B 
 
Sr. Jackie Toben, SSND, Director, Let’s Start 
Panelists:  Shawn Connell, Darolyn Cunningham, and Wanekii Weems 
 
Children of incarcerated parents face significant challenges and have 
unique needs.  Personal testimonies and evidenced-based research will 
outline specific areas of concern for these children, such as role reversal, 
corporal punishment and violence, and issues of power and 
independence.  Specific interventions will be identified that can be 
utilized by educators and social service providers. 
 
 

Data-Driven & Research-Based Children’s 
Strategies: 2007 CMSL Report & Children’s 
Information Clearinghouse — Grand D 
 
Charles Kindleberger, VCR Board of Directors 
Courtney McDermott, Children’s Policy Coordinator – Research, VCR 
Amy Sedlis, Children’s Policy Coordinator – Collaboration, VCR 
 
In January 2008, Vision for Children at Risk will launch a new Web-
based information clearinghouse providing user-friendly access on a wide 
range of research data, policy information and best-practice approaches 
related to the needs of children, youth and families in the St. Louis area. 
Come learn about the Children’s Information Clearinghouse. Also hear 
more about 2007 Children of Metropolitan St. Louis data findings.  
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Robbyn Wahby, Education Liaison, Office of the Mayor, City of 
St. Louis 

Mary J. Armstrong, President, AFT St. Louis, Local 420 
Dr. Diana Bourisaw, Superintendent, St. Louis Public Schools 
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Luncheon Speakers 

2007 Investing In St. Louis Children Award 
 
SSM Cardinal Glennon Children’s Medical Center 
 

(awards continued on page 11) 

Luncheon Awards 

The St. Louis Mental Health Board  
is proud to support the 

St. Louis Metropolitan Children’s Summit 
and the 

2007 Children of Metropolitan St. Louis Report 

www.stlmhb.com 



Luncheon Awards, continued 
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2007 Children’s Champion Awards 
 
S.M. Wilson & Company.......................................Corporate Involvement 

Commerce Bank....................................................... Philanthropic Support 

Hon. Jeanette Mott Oxford, 
Missouri State Representative ........................ Governmental Leadership 

St. Louis Mental Health Board....................... Governmental Leadership 

St. Louis American Newspaper........................... Media/Public Relations 

Leslie Echterhoff, Nurses for Newborns .....................Youth Leadership 

Ready Readers ........................................................................Volunteerism 

Foster Grandparent Program, Cardinal Ritter ..............Volunteerism 

Give Kids A Smile, Inc. ..........................................................Volunteerism 

Episcopal City Mission Chaplaincy 
to Children in Detention..............................Faith Community Leadership 
 

2007 Exemplary Service Awards 
 
Dorothy Heltibrand 
Dorothy Heltibrand served as executive director of the Family Support 
Network for 15 years from 1991 to 2006.  Prior to that she was a program 
manager for the Missouri Division of Family Services.  She has been active 
in a wide range of children’s and community issues, including service on a 
national advisory panel on parenting for the Child Welfare League of 
America. 
 
Richard S. Kurz, Ph.D. 
Rick Kurz was recently named as dean of the School of Public Health in 
the Health Science Center at the University of North Texas. Formerly with 
the School of Public Health at St. Louis University, Dr. Kurz was one of the 
original founders of the St. Louis Metropolitan Children’s Agenda and 
served as a member and chair of the Vision for Children at Risk board of 
directors. 
 
John H. Windom 
John Windom is the Executive Director of Community Education for the 
St. Louis Public Schools.  He also has served as a teacher, assistant 
principal, director of vocational education and director of summer school 
programs.  A former Charles Stewart Mott Fellow, Mr. Windom has been 
the recipient of numerous awards and recognitions on the national, state 
and local levels for his leadership in the field of community education. 



Afternoon Schedule 

General Session II —  
Framework for School Improvement in Missouri 
Grand F 
 
Dr. Robert Taylor, School Improvement Supervisor for the Department 

of Elementary and Secondary Education for Metropolitan St. Louis 
 
Dr. Taylor will discuss the framework for school improvement in Missouri 
from the perspective of the Department of Elementary and Secondary 
Education.  He will outline the state’s accreditation standards and identify 
relevant policy issues.  

Afternoon Breakout Sessions: 
Critical Educational Issues in 
Metropolitan St. Louis 

Improving Student Achievement — Grand B 
 
Mary J. Armstrong, Pres., AFT St. Louis, Local 420 
Sarah Leslie, Assistant Treasurer, AFT Local 420 
 
The most critical issue facing our schools is how to improve student 
achievement.  This session will focus on strategies for ensuring that all 
St. Louis-area students have access to a quality education and the 
opportunity to succeed in school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(breakouts continued on page 13) 
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Afternoon Breakout Schedule, continued 
Perspectives on Improving School Readiness and 
Promoting Voluntary, Universal Pre-Kindergarten 
— Regency B  
Jennifer Crow, Executive Director, Kansas Coalition for School Readiness 
Beth Griffin, Executive Director, Citizens for Missouri’s Children 
Amy Sedlis, Children’s Policy Coordinator – Collaboration, VCR 
Carrie Shapton, Public Policy and Communication, Kansas City Partnership 

for Children  
Economic analyses have demonstrated that pre-kindergarten is a sound 
public investment strategy that yields significant fiscal returns, reduces 
spending on crime and remedial and special education, and improves short- 
and long-term outcomes for children, families, and communities.  Expansion 
of voluntary, universal pre-kindergarten programs is also an important tool to 
improve educational outcomes for all children, particularly those at-risk.  
This session will also update participants on the status of Pre-K efforts in 
Missouri including efforts led by the Kansas City Partnership for Children 
and Citizens for Missouri’s Children. 

 
Providing Community Services in the School Setting — 
Grand D  
Sara Barwinski, L.C.S.W. Consultant, Community Consulting 
Richelle S. Clark, SLPS 
Vincent Marino, Associate Executive Director, Family Support Network  
A critical issue for many urban school districts is the number of children for 
whom basic life needs are not met.  Effectively educating children requires 
that these needs be addressed, but schools often lack the resources to provide 
a means for addressing the multiple, unmet life needs of students.  This 
session will look at how school-community partnerships are employed in the 
local setting and how they might be strengthened. 
 
Promoting Parental Involvement In the Schools 
— Grand C  
Hon. Jeanette Mott Oxford, Missouri State Representative, District 59 
Christina Burton, St. Louis Public School Parent 
Dr. Elaine Mahood, St. Louis Public School Parent 
Susan Turk, St. Louis Public School Parent  
There is no group with a greater direct interest in the quality of a 
community’s schools than the parents of the children who attend.  There is no 
group better informed about the schools and positioned to advocate for the 
educational needs of children.  Parents, however, are frequently not included 
in a substantive way in discussion of school issues and in making decisions 
related to the educational system.  This session will explore avenues for 
increasing parent involvement in the schools. 

(breakouts continued on page 14) 
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Afternoon Breakout Schedule, continued 

The Role of the Philanthropic Community in Public 
Education — Grand A 
 
C. Christopher Lee, Executive Director, St. Louis Public Schools 

Foundation 
David Luckes, President & CEO, Greater St. Louis Community 

Foundation 
Kathleen T. Osborn, Executive Director, St. Louis Regional Business 

Council 
 
The role of the philanthropic community in promoting quality education 
in the public schools is a critical and much-discussed issue.  In recent 
years there has been concern among philanthropists about the return on 
investment they have realized related to improving the quality of schools 
and student achievement.  Local philanthropic organizations will discuss 
the role of St. Louis funders in promoting quality public education. 
 
 
Establishing a Public Education Coalition for 
St. Louis — Grand E 
 
Gwendolyn DeLoach-Packnett, Chairperson of the Education Committee, 

Black Leadership Roundtable 
Tom Nolan, Executive Director, ACCESS Academies 
 
Research demonstrates a strong link between the quality of a community’s 
schools and its overall vitality and viability.  That fact makes promotion of 
quality public education the business of all community stakeholders.  
Public education coalitions, employed widely across the nation, provide a 
means of fostering broad-based community support for the schools and 
for holding public education systems accountable.  The presenters in this 
session will examine the benefits of public education coalitions and the 
status of efforts to establish such a coalition in St. Louis. 
 
 

Closing Reception and  
Networking Session — Main Foyer 



Eric Aplyn, Technology and Learning Center, UM – St. Louis 
Kendra Copanas, Maternal, Child and Family Health Coalition 
Jama Dodson, St. Louis for Kids 
Kate Dopuch, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Eastern Missouri 
Jim Duane, Regional Center for Education and Work, UM – St. Louis 
Jerry Dunn, St. Louis Family and Community Partnership 
Ruth Ehresman, Missouri Budget Project – Children’s Agenda Co-Chair 
Lora Gulley, Family Resource Center/Family Support Council —
Children’s Agenda Co-Chair 
Vincent Marino, Family Support Network 
Corinne Patton, Missouri Child Care Resource & Referral Network 
Melanie Scheetz, Foster and Adoptive Care Coalition 
Andi Schleicher, Child Day Care Association 
Sr. Jackie Toben, Let’s Start 
Dahna Willis, Kids Hope United  

Bob Buck 
President 
 
Jason Berne 
Vice President 
 
John Killoran 
Treasurer 
 
Nanci A. Bobrow, Ph.D. 
Secretary 
 
Dennis O'Connor, M.D. 
Immediate Past President 

 
Meredith Anderson 
Deborah Arbogast 
Sylvester Bolden 
Ruth Ehresman 
Karen Goodman 
Rose Jackson-Beavers 
Charles Kindleberger 
Ricky LaGrange 
Thomas Nolan 
James Richardson 
Jamala Rogers 
Frank Siano 
Russell Signorino 
Jan Vest 
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St. Louis Metropolitan Children’s Agenda 
Lead Agency Network 

Vision for Children at Risk 
Board of Directors 



Thursday, November 15, 2007
8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Hyatt Regency St. Louis at Union Station

Sponsored by the 
Deaconess Foundation

St. Louis
Metropolitan
Children’s 
Summit 2007
Developing the Whole Child:
Community Strategies for Meeting
the Developmental, Education &
Health Needs of Our Children

The St. Louis Metropolitan 
Children’s Agenda, an Initiative 
of Vision for Children at Risk, 
Presents

St. Louis Metropolitan 
Children’s Summit Sponsors

Lead Sponsor 

Gold Sponsor & Keynote
Speaker Sponsor

Silver Sponsors

Community Sponsor

2433 N. Grand Blvd.
St. Louis, MO  63106
(314) 534-6015
www.visionforchildren.org


